MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
of selling them again.1 From this we learn that these slaves came
from Lombardy; that is to say, from the Prankish Empire.
Yet these same vendors of human flesh and blood won, in 849,
a great naval victory off Ostia for the Pope. And Saint Januarius
was as greatly venerated in Naples as was Saint Mark in Venice.
Of these cities, Amalfi was the most purely mercantile. It
possessed only a small mountainous territory, whose forests pro-
vided it with the timber which its vessels carried as, far afield as
Syria.2
In other respects there was no understanding between these
mercantile centres and the Duke of Benevento. There was no
understanding even between the different cities. About 830 Naples,
the better to resist the Duke, obtained support from die Saracens,
She allied herself with them again, about 870, against her rival
Amalfi, and then, in 880, against the Byzantine influence, which
since the reign of Basil I had once more become effective.3 At
this moment Gaeta also effected a rapprochement with the Saracens,
but then reverted to the Pope, who made concessions to its hypatos*
In 875 some ships recruited from all the Southern cities, in co-
operation with a Saracen fleet, pillaged the Roman coast, and
Louis II declared that Naples had become another Africa.5 In 877
Pope John VIE sought in vain, by means of money and excom-
munication, to detach Amalfi from the Saracens. However, that
same year this city undertook to protect the coast of Southern
Italy from Saracen attack.6
At first sight, nothing could appear more confused than the
policy of these commercial cities. It is explained, however, by their
constant and exclusive anxiety to protect their commerce. Their
alliances with the Musulmans did not prevent them from resisting
to the utmost any attempt at conquest on the part of the latter.
In 856 the Saracens, with the object of obtaining possession of
Southern Italy, which they attacked simultaneously through Ban
1 gay, op.dt, pp. 41-42.	a jfia., p. 49.
3 fltf., pp. 98 and 127.	* Ibid., p. 128.
5 Ibid., p. 98.	« HARTMANN, Of. dt., VOL III2, p. 35.
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